SOCIETY FOR DEVELOPMENT AND EQUITY 

CONSULTATION MEETING ON EDUCATIONAL ISSUES

Held on 29 September 2013: 10.00 -13-15 

(Venue: Islamabad Club –P1)
MINUTES
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Muzaffar Mahmood Qurashi, the President of the Society and attended by distinguished participants from various educational institutions and belonging to Civil Service of Pakistan (ANNEX –I). The Agenda and the Working Paper already circulated is at ANNEX –II.
2. The meeting started with recitation from Holy Quran. The President of the Society, Mr. Muzaffar Mahmood Qurashi opened the discussion. He paid tribute, in his opening remarks, to Sir Syed Ahmed Khan who founded the All India Muhammadan Educational Conference in 1886 in order to promote educational cause of Indian Muslims. He stressed the need for reviving the spirit of Indian Muslims for the importance of education and recalled the dynamic role played by the late Mr. Justice Samadani in launching SDE on its course. He drew attention to the   Mid Term Development Plan that has culminated this year. He observed that no further plan had emerged, not even a five-year plan. He commented that enormous investment was being directed towards welfare payments but very little for improvements in social sector performance and much less for overcoming impediments to social change despite the fact that energies had been diverted for bringing around sufficient accountability. He suggested that education and skill development are key inputs for cashing in the much delayed demographic dividend and to counter the drift of youth into such dangerous directions as terrorism and suicidal bombing. He proposed that universities should take the lead and make impact on such important sectors as agriculture, industry and self employment 
3. After his opening remarks he requested the participants to assess the strengths and weaknesses of our education system and propose remedial measures. He asked them to express their views freely on education-related problems being faced by the society and suggest a reform agenda to be pursued. The observations made by the participants are summarized as follows:-
Dr Shaheen Akhtar (NDU): She supported greater autonomy in matters of curriculum development and stressed the need for academic freedom in favour of faculty members in this regard. She opined that language deficiency becomes a barrier to higher learning and suggested that universities should make special arrangements for improvement of language skills. She advised that policy makers at the national level should draw upon research conducted in the universities.

Prof Dr Asad Zaman DG IIE-IIU: He observed that certain fraudulent journals were publishing poor quality research on payment received from the researcher. He supported primary education in the mother tongue. He proposed that educational institutions should take advantage of the radical change induced by massive open on-line courses that have now become available. 
Dr Shahida Jaffrey (Founder VC Sardar Bhadur Khan University): She observed that original thinking was lacking even in prestigious academic institutions and linked the malaise with the tendency to curb free thinking and expression in our homes. She noted that even teachers have poor language skills and cannot be expected to groom students in language and communication skills. She thought that university and college infrastructure was of secondary importance and that knowledge could be exchanged even while sitting under a tree. She said that tuition fee is fully subsidized in Baluchistan. Ms Shahida Jaffery opposed the vogue of uniform in universities and colleges, and suggested that girls should be encouraged to wear culturally suited dresses such as shalwar kameez with full sleeves and dopatta or chadar. 
Mrs. Nasreen Chima (Educationist). She observed that wearing a dopatta or a hijab was a      purely personal matter and suggested that they should not be coerced in this matter.  

Brig (R) Dr Safdar Ali (Director NUST). He observed that universities do enjoy considerable autonomy as there is no restriction on starting new programmes, or on selecting and hiring good quality teachers. The ratio of PhD qualified teachers was rising steadily. He noted that some of our universities were producing a large number of quality research articles. He expressed satisfaction over the fact that the quality of degree has improved over the past decade. Dr Safdar recommended constitution of accreditation council for social sciences as well.  

Prof Dr Shaukat Hameed Khan (CASE). He observed that our society was facing a Toynbean challenge from the West, a stronger society. When our madrassah system lost the patronage of nawabs and emirs, our education system fell into decadence. He opined that higher education was suffering from a crisis of ethics such as the one seen in the malpractice of putting a large number of names on one’s research article. He noted that public exchequer was under stress in financing public universities. He opined that cross-cultural links were important for higher education and stressed that, side by side with higher education, colleges and primary and secondary education need attention as well. He observed that manufacturing has shifted to Third World while advanced nations produce new technologies and production designs. He emphasized the need to produce designs and develop infrastructure. He stressed that labour should have better education and skills. State must give priority to education and health. Social sciences education has been neglected and deserves attention. We need to civilize our engineers by extending philosophy and history education to them. He opined that the role of the teacher is critical to producing quality of education.  
Mr. K M Chima (Former Federal Secretary). He suggested that we should do away with quota system in public sector universities in respect of hiring of faculty members. Absenteeism in teachers must be curbed. Teachers having an adequate standing in the subject [view] should be hired.

Amb Asif Ezdi (Former Ambassador of Pakistan). He observed that the entire education system was fragmented and that the task of education policy making should be affected at the national - not the provincial - level. He highlighted the need to improve primary and secondary education side by side with higher education. He questioned the rationale of English language as the medium of instruction at the primary level, whereas it was universally accepted that primary education should be delivered in mother tongue.

Major General Prof. Dr Zafar Islam felt that the prevalence of fake degrees is a consequence of the absence of role models [?]. He advised that the highest level of quality must be maintained at the national level; if this is ensured, the students will follow suit. 
Prof Dr Abdul Razzaq Memon (Federal Urdu University). He stressed the need for creating awareness among the masses on the subject of vulnerability of mud houses to severe earthquakes and made to realise the grave risk arising from avoidance action. He suggested that our youth should be prepared with skills related to relief in case of earthquakes and other disasters. He said most earthquakes took place around autumnal equinox and students should form teams and be prepared for rescue and relief work in advance.

Dr Zafar Iqbal (Advisor &Professor Physics Department CIIT). He observed that we are placing disproportionate emphasis on higher education. He considered that primary and secondary education was the backbone of the education system. Quality of teachers at primary and secondary level must be ensured.
Mr. Saeed Ahmed Qureshi (Former Federal Secretary& Former Deputy Chairman Planning Commission). He observed that choice of medium of instruction had been a provincial government decision. They preferred Urdu as a cure to having several locally prominent languages. The emphasis was traditionally on primary and secondary education which was later shifted to higher education. He considered that the basic foundation at primary and secondary education level was weak, and a huge edifice of higher education had been built over it, which cannot be supported. A large number of foreign degree holders are returning, which will alter the polarity of influence in educational institutions using political alignments. He saw no contradiction in having more than one type of education systems in the country. He felt that we, as a nation, dodge difficult decisions which must be made.   

4. Mr. Qurashi, the Chairperson of the session summed up the views proffered by the delegates and thanked them for sparing their valuable time. He suggested that a smaller group would attempt to develop some of the main suggestions emerging from this discussion in order to carry them forward and requested the participants to volunteer for leading roles that would be required.
5. He further announced that similar sessions would be arranged on other chapters of the mission of SDE viz., governance and poverty alleviation.

Dr. M F K Lodhi

For Secretary
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